ASCC Themes 2 Subcommittee
Approved Minutes
Wednesday, December 13th, 2023						         12:30PM – 2:00PM
CarmenZoom

Attendees: Cravens-Brown, Daly, Giusti, Hadad, Hewitt, Hilty, Nagar, Søland, Steele, Vankeerbergen

1) Approval of 11/15/2023 Minutes
· Cravens-Brown, Hewitt, unanimously approved 
2) Environmental Engineering 3600 (new course requesting GEN Theme: Sustainability with High-Impact Practice: Research & Creative Inquiry) 
· Theme Advisory Group: Sustainability
· Previously approved 
· Themes Subcommittee
· The reviewing faculty ask that an explanatory paragraph be added to the course syllabus underneath the GEN Goals and ELOs that explains to the students how the course will engage them to meet the ELOs of the GEN Theme: Sustainability category, as this is a requirement of all General Education course syllabi. They recommend utilizing information found in the GEN submission form, as those paragraphs are very clear and excellently explain how this course will fulfill the category. 
· The reviewing faculty strongly recommend placing the GEN Goals, ELO, and explanatory paragraph higher within the course syllabus, ideally above the course and program goals, in order to highlight for students that this course will be a General Education experience and engage them, primarily, with the Goals and ELOs of the requested GEN category. 
· The reviewing faculty recommend utilizing a grading scheme that is more clear for students, as the current grading scheme is very confusing. They recommend that it may be more useful to have the course weighted equally out of 100 total points, as this would still allow the instructor to weight certain assignments higher than others, as it appears to be the intention. 
· Hadad, Hewitt, unanimously approved with one contingency (in bold above) and two recommendations (in italics above) 
· High-Impact Practice: Research & Creative Inquiry 
· Cravens-Brown, Hadad, unanimously approved 
3) Comparative Studies 4822 (existing course with GEL Cultures and Ideas & Diversity – Social Diversity in the U.S.; requesting GEN Theme: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World) 
· Theme Advisory Group: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World 
· The reviewing faculty ask that the course syllabus clarify the positionality paper (as discussed on page 3) and how this assignment willengage with the GEN Theme: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World Theme within the course syllabus. Additionally, they recommend that this assignment more clearly identify, for the benefit of the students as they craft their paper and reflect upon their experiences both inside and outside the course, how this paper will engage students on the topic of Citizenship. 
· Approved via E-vote with one contingency (in bold above) 
· Themes Subcommittee
· The reviewing faculty ask the legacy General Education (GEL) Goals, ELOs, and explanatory paragraph be added to the course syllabus, as this course will still fulfill GEL categories Cultures and Ideas & Diversity – Social Diversity in the U.S. As a reminder, the GEL Goals and ELOs can be found in an easy to copy-and-paste format on the ASC Curriculum and Assessment Services website. 
· The reviewing faculty ask that the GEN Theme-generic (Goals 1 and 2 and ELOs 1.1, 1.2, 2.1, and 2.2) Goals and ELOs and explanatory paragraph be added to the course syllabus, as this is a requirement of all General Education courses. As a reminder, the GEN Goals and ELOs can be found in an easy to copy-and-paste format on the ASC Curriculum and Assessment Services website. 
· The reviewing faculty ask that the statement on page 1 of the syllabus that states that this course fulfills the GE Theme: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World be modified, as this course alone will not allow a student to completely fulfill their GEN Theme: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World requirement. They recommend utilizing language that states that this course is in partial fulfillment of the GEN Theme category, but ultimately the course of language is left to the discretion of the course instructor. 
· The reviewing faculty ask that, on page 1 of the course syllabus, the contact hours are adjusted, as the course is currently only meeting for two, 70-minute sessions per week. The standard for a 3-credit hour, 14-week semester course that meets twice a week is for the class sessions to last 80 minutes (from 2:20-3:40pm, for example). This is especially important to ensure that the course is providing appropriate contact hours for the number of credits provided. 
· The reviewing faculty ask that a cover letter be provided that details all changes made as a result of their feedback. 
· The reviewing faculty recommend that all course assignments further highlight how they will engage with the GEN Theme: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World category to allow students the opportunity to see where their new-found thinking will be applied and where they will have opportunities for reflection and further processing. 
· Giusti, Hewitt, unanimously approved with five contingencies (in bold above) and one recommendation (in italics above)
4) Slavic 3995 & EDUTL 3995 (new cross-listed courses requesting GEN Theme: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World with High-Impact Practice: Interdisciplinary and Integrated Collaborative Teaching) 
· Theme Advisory Group: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World
· The reviewing faculty ask that the course syllabus more clearly showcase how the course materials and topics will address the topic of Citizenship. Currently, they are unable to see where in the course content citizenship will be addressed (and, by extension, they believe students will find it very hard to draw connections between course content and the GEN Theme category) and where students will have an opportunity to reflect upon the GEN Theme category. For example, in the provided course readings, none of the readings appear to directly address the topic of Citizenship. Additionally, they would like to see a clarification, for the benefit of students, of how the course will compare and discuss how the various media contexts examined will impact students as citizens, as well as give student an opportunity to reflect upon these discussions. 
· Declined to vote 
· Themes Subcommittee
· The reviewing faculty concur with their colleagues on the Theme Advisory Group and would like to review the resubmission when it returns with revisions. 
· The reviewing faculty ask that the departments seek concurrence from the School of Communication. 
· The reviewing faculty ask that the departments seek concurrence from the Department of Political Science. 
· The Arts and Sciences Curriculum Committee recently updated the list of required syllabus statements to include the newly required statement on religious accommodations. This new  statement is a result of a directive by the Executive Vice President and Provost and can be found here on the ASC Curriculum and Assessment Services website. The Subcommittee thanks you for adding this statement to your course syllabus. 
· The reviewing faculty recommend updating the Mental Health and Student Life- Disability Services statements, as the National Suicide Hotline phone number was updated and SLDS updated their statement for the 2023-2024 academic year. The list of the most up-to-date statements can be found on the ASC Curriculum and Assessment Services website. 
· The reviewing faculty ask that a cover letter be provided that details all changes made as a result of their feedback. 
· Declined to vote 
5) Political Science 2110 (new course requesting GEN Theme: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just world and 100% DL) 
· Theme Advisory Group: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World
· The reviewing faculty ask that the course further clarify within the course syllabus, for the benefit of students enrolling within the course (especially given this will be taught at the 2000-level), how and where the course will engage with the idea of Citizenship. Currently, they are unable to see how this course will engage with concepts of citizenship, justice, and diversity, and they only see where the course will engage with civic knowledge. The reviewing faculty recognize that, while some of these connections may be indirectly made within the provided documentation, it is not clear to them (and, therefore, would not be clear to students, most, if not all, of whom would be novices in the study of this material) how the course will fulfill the GEN Theme-specific (3.1, 3.2, 4.1 and 4.2) ELOs. 
· Declined to vote 
· Themes Subcommittee
· The reviewing faculty concur with their colleagues on the Theme Advisory Group and would like to see the resubmission after the revisions have been completed. 
· The reviewing faculty ask that a cover letter be provided that details all changes made as a result of their feedback. 
· Declined to vote 
6) Art 3008 (new course requesting GEN Theme: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World) 
· Theme Advisory Group: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World
· Previously approved 
· Themes Subcommittee
· The reviewing faculty recommend updating the Mental Health statement, as the National Suicide Hotline phone number was updated. The list of the most up-to-date statements can be found on the ASC Curriculum and Assessment Services website. 
· Hadad, Cravens-Brown, unanimously approved with one recommendation (in italics above) 
